
changing.  Because of this, 

influenza vaccines are        

updated every year, and an 

annual vaccination is         

recommended.  It takes up to 

2 weeks for protection to    

develop after the shot.       

Protection lasts up to a year. 

Plan to get influenza 

vaccine in October or 

November if you can.  

But getting vaccinated 

in  December, or even 

later will still be   

beneficial in most 

years.   

This information has been 

provided by Department of 

Health and Human Services 

Center for Disease Control 

and Prevention.                                                                                                                                                                                                                              

Influenza Vaccine 

POSITIVE FINDINGS 

Imaging Department Update 
Soon and very soon, the Imaging 

Department will be completely 

filmless—–YEAH!!!  That is 

right, filmless—meaning no more 

films, processing or filing.  Our 

CR System (computerized      

radiology) will be taking care of 

all of that.  All of our images will 

be stored on a computer.  The 

physicians will be able to look at 

their patient’s exams from their 

computers.  ED will be able to 

view exams from the ED       

computer.  No more carting films 

to the ED—YEAH!! 

Patients will be able to take their 

images with them, on request, to 

their physicians on a CD. 

No more copying films. 

More time for more patients, 

YEAH!!!  

On a personal note, Pat and Melinda 

treated Quinton to Pizza on Oct. 15.  

Why you ask?  He passed the ARRT 

CAT Scan Test with flying colors.   
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New Employees: 

Veronica Harvey, RN 

Lisa Orr, PRN, Surgery 

Marie Breakiron 5 

Pandora Lattie 5 

Linda Bostrom 6 

Wendy Lister 8 

Marcell Murrell 8 

Teanna Kasarda 11 

Mark Mnustik 15 

Virginia Tripson 17 

Cindy Burge 19 

Henry Mendez 19 

Lisa Orr 19 

Debbie Gola 20 

Tina Lewis 20 

Trina St. John 23 

Celia Garza 28 

Pete Villesca 29 

Jasmin Matula 30 

Marsha McBride 30 

November Birthdays 

Courtney Patterson 1 

Sandra Maurer 3 

Pam Schuck 12 

Brent Bayliss 14 

Grace Hankins 5 

Kathryn Harris 6 

Colleen Smith 21 

Estella Ellis 24 

Quinton Dunbar 28 

December Birthdays 

Election Day  

is Tuesday  

November 4, 2008 

Don’t forget to set your  

clock back one hour on 

Sunday, November 2nd 

at 2 am. 

Quinton is now a certified CAT 

Scan Professional—YEAH!!!   

ATTA BOY—Quinton 

            Pat Anderson 

Why get vaccinated?  Influenza 

(―flu‖) is a contagious disease.  

It is caused by the influenza 

virus, which can be spread by 

coughing, sneezing and nasal 

secretions.  Other illnesses 

have the same symptoms and 

are often mistaken for          

influenza.  But only an illness 

caused by the influenza virus is 

really influenza.  Anyone can 

get  influenza, but rates of in-

fection are highest among chil-

dren.  For most people, it last 

only a few days.  It can cause:  

fever, cough, sore throat, head-

ache, chills, muscle aches and      

fatigue.   

Influenza viruses are always  



The Senior Horizons team had 

lunch at Chili’s for Boss’s Day 

and we had a great time!  

Linda’s husband Tom made 

chili for everyone last week 

also.  It was a reward for the 

hard work the Senior Horizons 

team has experienced in recent 

weeks.  We are moving forward 

on our plans to make Senior 

Horizons the best that it can be.   

Silent Auction to be held the 

week of November 3rd thru 

November 7th.  The bids will 

close at 10:00 am.   

Volunteers needed to help with 

a Health Fair in Angleton, Sat. 

Nov. 8th from 8:00 am to 11:30 

am. Mr. Barnes has approved 

for employees to be paid for 

their time.  Please see Michelle  

Gonzalez to sign up.   

The Birthday Party for Novem-

ber birthdays will be moved to 

Tuesday, Nov. 18th at 2:00 pm. 

The hospital will be celebrating 

our Thanksgiving dinner on 

Thursday, November 20th.  

More to come…. 

We will try to have a breakfast 

fundraiser at least every two 

weeks.  Need ideas for what to 

serve; see any STAT Team 

member. 

Christmas party plans are com-

ing along.  Jeanetta (from    

Dietary) will be cooking the 

dinner and desserts.   

We have extended the RSVP 

for the Christmas  Party until 

Nov. 14th. 

Clarifications on BYOB:   

Ice and cups will be provided.  

Everyone will need to bring 

your drink of choice and any 

soft drinks or condiments that 

would be needed.  Tea and  

water will be served with     

dinner. 

Cinnamon Rolls were a big hit.  

Thank You, Christine, for all 

your hard work.  

 Kathy Smedley is shown here 

showing off her serving skills. 

Good food, good company and 

good conversation.  Henry, 

Mike, Linda, Pat and Rossana 

enjoy lunch at the Fountains. 

Come by and visit and be 

greeted by this wonderful 

scarecrow.   

Kay is having too much fun . 

The Senior Horizons group had 

a great time trick or treating 

throughout the hospital.  There 

were lots of costumes and the 

staff was decked out as well.  

While Halloween is so much 

fun, we still have our moments 

to be serious.  We have a ―mock  

election‖ going on and we’ll see 

who wins on November 5th.  

Don’t forget to vote.   

The Fountains Assisted Living 

Senior Horizons—Happy Halloween!! 

STAT Team News 

POSITIVE FINDINGS 

Page 2 

Senior Horizons has 

exceeded all        

expectations and has 

broken all previous 

monthly records for 

billable hours by 

attaining 602 hours. 

        Linda Runnells 



Hospital staff from Nursing, 

EMS, Senior Horizons and the 

Fountains attended several 

health fairs around the        

community.  Mike Nixon is 

seen  giving a blood pressure 

check at the Episcopal Church 

in Bay City.  Crystal Johnson 

handed out information on as-

sisted  living at the Fountains.  

Linda Runnells represented the 

Senior Horizons department.  

Sherri Pierce gave flu shots and 

Christi Warner checked blood 

sugars. 

Several hospital employees  

represented the hospital at the  

Brazoria County Fair, Senior 

Day.  Michelle Gonzalez 

handed out hand-sanitizers and 

pens for the hospital.  The hand

-sanitizers were greatly appre-

ciated.   Crystal Johnson  had a  

beautiful display and handed 

out calendars and candy.  Linda 

Runnells and Glen Richard 

handed out    magnets with 

their new name ―Senior Hori-

zons‖, along with information about the program.  Linda also 

made some flower pens.  De Ann Freeman, Dr. Leal’s Practice 

Manager, handed out footballs for  Dr. Leal’s Practice.  We 

have plans to attend a health fair at the  Catholic Church in 

Angleton, on Nov. 8th. 

We appreciate every-

one who volunteered 

their time. 

Crystal Johnson is seen 

here taking a picture 

with Dee Sneath from 

Angels Home Health. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lillian Koether   Nov. 20 

Sue Carr    Nov. 30 

Agnes Whitehead   Dec. 3 

Pauline Turner   Dec. 13 

Doris Follett   Dec. 27 

The Pink Ladies are having a Fashion 

Jewelry Sale sponsored by: Encore.  

Monday, November 17th from 7:00 

am to 4:00 pm in the Board Room.   

Pink Ladies attended the TAHV 

Texas Association of Healthcare   

Volunteers District 9 meeting on   

Oct. 30.  The following ladies       

attended Dot Hamlin, Ruth Benefield, 

Jerri Morris, Shirley Ems,            

Mary Christian, Eldine Oglesby,   

Olga Schulte and Pauline Turner with 

administrator Bill Barnes. 

The Pink Ladies Corner 

Getting out into the Community 
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Once again, Cardiopulmonary will 

sponsor a blood drive on Nov. 6, 

2008 in the Main Conference 

Room.  Charles wants you to   

remember ―one donation saves  up 

to three lives‖.   So come out and  

COMMIT FOR LIFE.  There will 

be a sign up sheet posted by the 

time clock. 

For every employee who donates, 

a portion of the funds will go to 

the STAT Team. 

Cardiopulmonary Blood Drive 



EXPERIENCING THE OTHER SIDE 

 

While my parents were staying with my sister in Dallas during the 

evacuation, my mom became ill and required hospitalization. She 

was hospitalized at Centennial Medical Center in Frisco which is 

operated by Tenet Healthcare Systems, a for-profit company. I was 

very pleased with the care my mom received. You could tell they 

really emphasized customer service and patient relationships with 

their employees. The hospital isn’t real large and wasn’t extremely 

busy so we received prompt service anytime we needed assistance. 

It was built about 5 years ago and was beautifully furnished and 

clean. All the nurses and CNAs provided good care, but those that 

treated my mom and my family with compassion really stood out. 

Everyone knocked on the door before entering and introduced 

themselves, except for one—the MRI tech. She had a bit of an atti-

tude and seemed to be offended when I asked her name and what 

department she was with.  My point is, two very simple things 

made the difference in our experience at this hospital—common 

courtesy and showing compassion. Sometimes it’s just good to be 

reminded how important those two things are when dealing with 

patients and their families.                       Delores Merchant 

305 N. Mckinney 

Sweeny, Texas 77480 

Phone:  979-548-1500 

Fax:  979-548-3105 

W E  ARE  ON  THE  W EB !  

www.sween yhos p i t a l . o rg  

Guess Who?   
 

Playing dress up in  

Purchasing Department?  

Cammy, is someone trying to 

take your job? 

 

Ask Delores Merchant what 

was going on in Purchasing? 

 
 

Debbie Gola recently had a 

visitor, Travis Wallace.  He is 

her 22 year old nephew.  He 

graduated boot camp and 

completed Basic and AIT 

training in Fort Jackson, 

South Carolina.  He is on a 28

-day leave before being sta-

tioned in Korea. 

Inside Scoop 

William Barnes, Administrator 

Email:  wbarnes@sweenyhospital.org 

 

Michelle Gonzalez, Editor 

Email:  michelleg@sweenyhospital.org 
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This note may be a little late 

(Sept. 21st), but here it is anyway.   

Although I can not comment on 

the hurricane preparedness and 

thereafter I do want to say a Big 

Thank You! to you, our team and 

the administration.  I appreciate 

the phone calls to check on our 

status and welfare, especially 

those who covered my shifts.  

Thank you to the administration 

for paying us for the days we 

missed.  It's one thing when a 

company says it looks after it's 

employees, but more impressive 

when they show it with their   

actions by paying us our days 

missed.  Again, thanks to you and 

to the administration. 

                                      Henry 

Congratulations 
 

Tina Bernshausen won a  

50‖ plasma HDTV from        

F.O.R. San Bernard raffle at 

the River Raiser. 


