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10th Anniversary

What would we do
without our EMS?

hey are Brazoria

County’s only hospital-
based emergency medical
service and the only one with
ambulances rated as mobile
ICUs. But even without
those distinguishing creden-
tials, Sweeny/West Brazos  LEFT: Occupational Ther-  area with approximately
EMS would be something apy sent over a cake for 35,000 residents.
special. the occasion. Each year, Sweeny/

Now in their 10th year at

departments in the entire
hospital district.

They respond to ap-
W proximately 200 calls per
R¥ month, including 911
& emergencies, within a

one of the most versatile and profitable

1,200-square-mile service

West Brazos EMS person-
SCH, the EMS service has proved to be nel teach CPR to hundreds of high school
(Continued on page 3)

3 Eldine Oglesby*

4 LaQuita Yancey*

5 Charla Hutlman

7 Pat Anderson

9 DeDe Rodrigues

10 Jo Ann Fears *

Il Ponnie Bailey*

12 James Rebector

I3 Charlotte Phillips*
I5 Christine Williams
16 Betty Hubbard

20 Brittany Smith

21 Belinda Wilkinson
22 Brenda Rodrigues
24 Dr. Richard Erickson
26 Mary Lou Schooler*
27 Delores Merchant

November
2 Tracy Hollifield
3 Belinda Bradham
5 Marie Breakiron
6 Susan Jammer
Linda Bostrom
8 Marcy Murrell
13 Elaine Montier
Dr. David Barr
16 Carolyn McGuire
I7 Virginia Tripson
19 Lisa Orr
Cindy Burge
20 Tina Lewis
Debbie Marcum
Lillian Koether*
26 Conrad Lindsay
27 Peggy Boineau
28 Celia Garza
29 Sue Carr*
* Auxiliary

New Employees

e  Susan Gibbs,
Cardiopulmonary, PRN

e Lorraine Dounceroux, RN

e Stephanie Stowe, EMT-B

e Mark Radamacher,
Paramedic
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Positive Findings

Friday, Oct. 28
CPR Recertification
Don’t let your CPR card expire.
Get recertified for only $10.
To pre-register, call Ext. 1597.

8:30 a.m.
Conference Room

Monday, Oct. 31

Heritage Trick-or-Treat
Look for the scarecrow display out-
side the Heritage Department on
Halloween. All departments are in-
vited to stop by for goodies.

‘Soup-er Tuesday’
Returns Nov, 8

Il SCH employees are invited to

bring their favorite soups to share
on “Soup-er Tuesday,” also known as
Election Day, on Nov. 8.

If you were here last year, you may
remember this potluck event fondly.
Just bring a big pot of homemade soup
to share. We stash them in the cafeteria
until ready to serve between 11:30 a.m.
and 1:30 p.m. Crockpots and ladles
welcome.
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Going Nut¢s In The Gift Shop

As Pink Lady Charlotte Phillips shows, the SCH Auxiliary is now selling
Durham-Ellis Pecan Co. products in the Gift Shop. For only $7, you can
get a |-lb. bag of praline frosted pecans, honey-toasted pecans, or a bag of
deluxe mixed nuts. A |-Ib. bag of shelled walnuts costs $6, and a pound of

chocolate-covered peanuts sells for $4.

Tree of Remembrance & Raffle

SCH Auxiliary mem-
bers Olga Schulte (left)
and Lucy Miller show
off this year’s raffle
items, a tapestry angel
and a stuffed Santa.
Raffle tickets are on
sale now in the Gift
Shop. They are $1 each
or six for $5. The
Auxiliary is also taking
orders for the Tree of
Remembrance. Buy a
white or colored light
to honor someone you
love. Lights are $5
each. The lighting cere-
mony and raffle are
scheduled for Monday,
Dec. 5.
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(Continued from page 1)

students, give flu shots at clinics and
help in the ER when Nursing needs a
hand. Unofficially, they stand ready
to help all departments with heavy
lifting and security enforcement.
When we need a show of force, those
blue uniforms work every time.

A recent Facts article recalled the
story of how this department came to
be:

Until October 1995, Sweeny’s
emergency medical service was facili-
tated by the city, which provided for a
portion of its funding in the same way
many volunteer fire departments are
organized, said Sweeny Mayor Larry
Piper.

Expenses and a shortage of certi-
fied personnel and volunteers made
the ambulance service in Sweeny so
sporadic that Piper asked SCH Ad-
ministrator Tony Turk to consider tak-
ing over the service.

“Because it was a volunteer ser-
vice, it got to a point where we could-
n’t put a two-man crew together,”
Piper said.

Although not many hospital-based
EMS programs were running at the
time, Mr. Turk saw potential in the
system. “We probably didn’t fully
understand what we were getting into,
but it has become one of our greatest
success stories,” he said.

In all of 1996, the service received
about 360 calls. By 2004, that number
had grown to 2,400 calls. Today,
Sweeny/West Brazos EMS has 11
paramedics, seven intermediate and
two basic-level EMTs.

The name “West Brazos EMS”
came into use later, when Sweeny
EMS began serving Brazoria and
keeping an ambulance there. Since
they use the same crews and trucks,
the only way to tell Sweeny EMS
from West Brazos EMS is on paper.
Most calls made inside the hospital
district are logged to Sweeny EMS.
The rest are credited to West Brazos
EMS.

Dr. Alex Milian serves as EMS
medical director.

Between saving lives, the EMS
gets photographed doing “other
duties as assigned,” such as es-
corting Pink Ladies for their an-
nual Spring Tea and Style Show
(above), possibly changing a flat
tire on a hot day ...
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CARD OF THANKS

We thank you so much for
transporting Mrs. Agnes Fay
Adams from Sweeny House
to Jasmine Hall to attend her
daughter and son-in-law’s 50®
anniversary on Aug. 20.

On Aug. 24, her son-in-
law, Carroll Matlock, was
taken from us in an automo-
bile wreck. Then on Aug. 30,
Mrs. Adams went home to
Heaven. So it meant a lot to
all the family to have her pre-
sent at the party. You are a
great EMS service because
you care.

Thank you!

Cheryl Sanchez, Gay Matlock,

J.W. Adams & family
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A Word Of Thanks
To My Heroes

By Audrey Bess

Heroes come in all sizes and shapes,
driving fancy cars and ships, but my
heroes came by driving a blue-and-
white ambulance on Saturday, Sept. 24,
2005.

On Wednesday Sept. 21, we evacu-
ated from the expected fury of Hurri-
cane Rita, and we were blessed that
Sweeny was spared except for a few
tree limbs in the yards. However, my
hurricane came on Saturday Sept. 24
when | was about five miles from
Sweeny. It came in the form of a 95-
year-old inconsolable aunt who was
trying to get out of my car while driving
down the road.

After arriving in Sweeny, we found
The Fountains was still closed, and |
prayed, “Lord, what am | going to do?”

My answer came driving up in the
form of a Sweeny EMS ambulance.
What a blessing!

I quickly pulled up to the ER en-
trance, but the hospital was still closed.
Even so, four men — my heroes — came
to the rescue: Stuart Butler, Rusty
McAlvain, James Walger and of course,
David Filipp. The patience, respect and
compassion these four men showed my
aunt and family bring tears to my eyes.

The fury of this 95-year-old lady
was like a 150-mile wind. Every type of
verbal coercion was called upon to no
avail. Then David thought to call Dr.
Alex Milian, who was at home, and
Rusty and Stuart placed my aunt in the
ambulance and took her to Dr. Milian’s
house.

She was willing to do whatever Dr.
Milian said to do, and she finally took
medicine that calmed her. Because of
quick thinking by David and his team, |
didn’t have to take her to Matagorda
General Hospital, where committing
her to the Psych floor was looking im-
minent.

Guys, | always thought you did a
great job, but now I know just how
wonderful you really are.
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Faster €T Scanner
€oming In November

he Radiology Department is

undergoing more changes. On
Nov. 1, the old CT scanner is sched-
uled to be removed to make way for
a newer machine that will be much
faster.

Radiology Manager Jim McGuire
says the new machine can doa CT
scan of the head in 5-7 minutes in-
stead of 15-25 it takes now. And
we’ll be able to scan spines —
something we haven’t been able to
do before. The down side is we’ll
be without CT scan capability for
about a week while the new machine
gets installed.

Reminder

United Way pledges should be returned
by Oct. 3| to Rhonda Moran, Community
Relations Director. If you need a pledge
form or more information, call Ext. 1555.

Jackie Tolbert’s
birthday on Aug.
26 gave her
friends an excuse
to eat cake and
have fun. Pic-
tured from left
are Grace Baty,
Debbie Marcum,
Mamie Sanchez,
Delores Mer-
chant, Audrey
Bess and Lola
Paige.

F rom Radiology: Pat Anderson attended
the Society of Diagnostic Medical Sono-
graphers Conference in Dallas Oct. 7-9. She
received 16 CEUs for vascular, abdomen and
cardiac sonographers. In the evening she got to
attend the state fair and found it very different
from the Brazoria County Fair.

Residents of The Fountains had a bake sale
Oct. 9 at Stewart’s Food Store in Sweeny and
raised $455 in two hours. The money will be
used to tune the piano and buy Christmas deco-
rations.

Cardiopulmonary’s Charles Bailey was
honored with a baby shower Oct. 13, about a
month before the expected arrival of his first
child.

Ranonda Wells, a known baseball fan, was Expectant father Charles
spotted at the timeclock Friday morning sans ~ Bailey is full of surprises.
socks in support of the

Houston Astros, who
will play the Chicago
White Sox in the World
Series this month.

If you’ve heard the
rumor that The Foun-
tains bought a golf cart,
it’s true. The 1994
model will be used to =
transport Fountains resi- [
dents to the hospital or
to doctors’ offices for
visits. The cart was paid
for with money that, by
law, had to be spenton ~ Approximately 50 people attended the Medicare
the assisted-living pro-  Drug Benefit information program Oct. 6 at The
ject. Fountains. The guest speaker was Barbara McGin-

Scott Harris of Heri- ity of the Houston Better Business Bureau.
tage, Crystal Johnson
of The Fountains, SCH Community Relations Director Rhonda Moran and
Celia Garza, LVN went to Senior Citizens’ Day at the Brazoria County Fair
this week to do blood pressure and blood sugar screenings and to give out
information on the Heritage program and the new assisted-living center.




